Saturday, October 2, 2010
Friends of the Muscatatuck River Society Shady Sweep Clean Up Report

Dear Friends,
On a dry day at the end of a long dry spell, 109 arid volunteers hauled 5,481 pounds of virtually waterless waste and 62 thirsty tires from the banks and bed of the Muscatatuck River, ranging from North Vernon to the Scott County line.
Equipment manager Les Ticknor set up shop early Saturday around 7:30 in the morning at the Vernon Commons as Tricia Losey, Sherida Moore, Christinia Jayne, and Kim Eder began signing in the early risers for the 8:00AM registration.  Les made sure that every group received a National River Clean Up 2010 bag to use in their cleaning for the day.  Shortly following the arrival of FMRS President Troy Jackson, a MUTC Patriot Academy van rolled in, driven by their leader Sergeant Edward Russell.  Deploying from the van to make roll call were Nicholas Brownlee, Miguel Cabrera, Charles Bettencourt, Isaac Rivera, Steven Linn, Casey Davis, Melissa Berry, Tarmarius Crawford, Michael McClernon, Brittany Mayhugh, Cheyenne Dunman, and John Davis.  Sergeant Russell led the troops to Twin Cities Raceway, the Tunnel Mill, and up river of the Commons to retrieve fifty feet of one inch metal cable before heading for lunch at the North Vernon City Park.
As far as early goes, Ken Huff and Everett Sparkman got the jump on the rest by cleaning four hours on Thursday at the Tobias Ford Bridge between Jennings and Scott counties. By 8:30 on Saturday Everett was back joined by Joann Moore, Cheryl Trisler, Herschel and Nancy Kirk, Randy, Brittany, Owen, and Amanda Bonesteel as well as Vernon Firemen Britt Burgmeier, Rob Loretz, and Dustin Sanders.  Half an hour later County Highway employees Jeff Burton and Wayne Galyen arrived with a truck, and Tom Hendricks with a County Bobcat also came on the scene to load and haul away the three trailer loads, four bags, and seven tires that came out of the river from under and around the bridge.  The back route to Hardy Lake is now much more presentable.
Britt, Rob, and Dustin swung by Artz Ford near Graham Creek School for a quick once over on their way into town.
Richard Vogel illustrated stewardship to his son Xavier by tidying up the Weston Bottoms Bridge area near Four Corners.  They garnered five small bags of trash, a gas tank, a pool filter, computer monitor, window frame, and an air conditioner, but the biggest thrill for Xavier was seeing the snake.  Dad would not allow him to take it home to mom.
Jim Shaw, Don Layman, Bill Suhre, Matt and Eli Vawter, and David Boswell started their morning at the Sullivan Ford Bridge.  They appeared to collect the unwanted remnants of a garage sale- a couch, several boxes of clothes, and eight large garbage bags of “stuff.”  They also found garbage, soiled diapers, cans, bottles, and one tire. The crew then partially spilt to cover Euler’s Ford Bridge and help others with their assignments.  Dink Ross with the County Highway Department came to retrieve the unwanted sale items.
After helping at Sullivan Ford, Judge Gary Smith and daughter Scarlett along with Bruce, Chelsea, and Emily Williams ventured to the Tunnel Mill expanse where they had to search to fill parts of four buckets.  They ended at the Green Bridge in Crosley where the pickings were slim- a good thing!
Crosley Superintendent Larry Allsop was among the many visitors to the Tunnel Mill, he then skipped on to the Dog Farm Bridge, before ending at the river boat ramp near Brush Creek Reservoir where he took up six tires.  Larry also brought a file folder of FMRS clippings to be added to our archives. 
Kay McGriff led daughter Anna and Dustin Koons, Kristian Koons, Savannah Koob, Allyn Bachelder, Josh McLeod, Jon Eastman, Teal Smith, Emily, Jerry (site leader), Grace, and Joan Davis, Michelle Risacher, Jala Bolden, Kirsten, Kameron Jay, and Kelly Jayne, Zoe Marion, Lake, Lance, and Lester Maschino in hauling numerous car parts-wheels, gas tank, bench seats (most buried), while finishing off with pull-ups (the soiled variety).  Troy Jackson joined them behind the Bob and Marilee Barber residence at Dog Farm Bridge with Fewell, Pettit, Bender, and Hauersperger’s Kawasaki Mule to get the treasures to a suitable site for Bobcat operator and road superintendent Josh Day and drivers Alan Maschino and Greg Kreutzjans to load into the Jennings County Highway Department’s trucks.
It just so happened that, for the first time in the county, the Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, and Boy Scouts joined forces in an effort and the task was to scour the banks near the Vernon and Baldwin Cemeteries.  With Larry Treadway leading the way Ed Maschino, Dave and Jonathan Kipper, Terry Marksberry, Fred and Rose Wilder, Robyn and Payton McClintock, Wayne and Leighton Moore, Ralph and Samuel Guenthenspberger, Bill Browning, Damon Waggoner, Pam and Brandon Geisler, Jeff and Austin Malcomb, Jami Wilhoit, Larry, Cathy, and Bobbie Jacobs, and Garrett Marsh picked up five tires, part of a freezer, cemetery cast offs, a camp stove, and ten bags of trash.  As an added bonus the Baldwin Cemetery was swept clean of trash.
Les Ticknor stayed at the Vernon Commons dragging in debris along with help from many volunteers circling through.  Towards the end of his shift he handed off the removal of a fifty foot long, one inch diameter, metal cable to Bill Suhre, Tom Moore, and Reilly Losey.  With the help of the MUTC crew, they pulled it out of the river on the Homer Jewell side and drug it to a location where Frank Schneider, Greg Kreutzjans, Alan Maschino, and Tom Hendricks could help load the unmanageable mess onto a County flatbed truck.
Paul Eder led Riley and Taylor Eder along with the whole MUTC outfit in making quick work of the Twin City Raceway river area clean up.  Paul then took the out-of-county patrons on a tour/cleaning of the Tunnel Mill tract.
George Haysler led a group of Wal Mart coworkers Josh Littrell, Andy Eaken, and Janet Frederick in tackling the Rock Rest Falls area. Joe Buchanan from R&M also pitched in here.  They encountered bed springs, a metal tank too heavy to get up from the river bed, a large amount of rusty metal, and a seemingly unlimited supply of glass.  Ethan and Evan Chaille, for the second straight clean up, drove down from Indianapolis to join in the efforts and, after spending an hour and a half at Rock Rest, went on to Euler Ford to gather a bag of flotsam.
Local attorney Chuck Waggoner gathered two grandchildren, Kenzie and Vance Rogers and, in his established tradition, lixiviated the Vinegar Mill territory.
Jerica Anderson led Scott Stiver, Derrick and Kassy Huntington, Tessa Turner, and Sasha Fairbrother from the North Vernon City Dam to the defunct Wagon Wheel Bridge and train trestle. Along the way they picked up a 32 inch TV, lawn mower deck, a metal four pane window, toaster, dug out a bike (we have never failed to find a bike in this stretch), and peeled parts from a 1957 Chevy carcass.    

After eating donated Subway subs, McDonald’s quarter pounders, Papa John’s pizza, Mrs. Jayne’s chili, Christinia’s baked beans, drinks and a meat tray from Wal Mart, fresh, hot off the grill hamburgers from J.C. Stamps and chips from the Boulder Canyon Foods company at City Park Shelter House 3.  Most were tired from the work, a little chilled from the weather, but very satisfied with their results.  There was plenty of food for Robyn McClintock, Sherida Moore, Tricia Losey, Christinia Jayne, and Kim Eder to serve the valiant volunteers.
Cherie Ticknor laid out reusable FMRS grocery bags, FMRS window stickers, FMRS hats, and FMRS water bottles from which all the volunteers got to choose a gift of appreciation.
County road superintendent Mike Goodpaster then headed all of his crew to the Jennings County Highway garage to sort the rubbish collected.  Jennings County High School wrestling coach, Howard Jones was waiting with an able crew of high school wrestlers just itching to separate tires, recyclable metal (which goes to help pay for the sweep), and trash.  Chris Taylor, Tyler Morrison, Jacob Krueger, Blake and Jared Myrick made quick work of the task, and all was finished by 2:00 PM.
As always, Mother Nature thanks you.
Troy Jackson, President
FMRS

